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Select concepts from the book, and where to find them elaborated:

Scalar Difference
A fundamental difference of intensity between all assemblages that impels change. 
Ch 1, Ch 2, Ch 5.

Scalar Spectrum
The range of possible scalar difference, without implied continuity between its 
ranges.  Ch 1, Ch 2, Ch 3.

Scalar Collapse
The negation of difference between different ranges of the scalar spectrum through 
their superimposition in speculative media.  Ch 1, Ch 4.

Resolving Cut
The relative stabilization of a scalar milieu produced by an observing entity.  Ch 1, 
Ch 2, Ch 4, Ch 5.

Resolution
The degree to which ecological detail can be differentiated within a scalar milieu, as
outcome of the conceptual and technical stabilization of particular scales.  Ch 2.

Pan-Scalar Humanism
An ideology that positions the human at the center of the constellation of scales.  
Ch 1, Ch 3 (“Toying With Ideas: The Scalar Analog”), Ch 4.

Analog Scale
Scalar difference represented visually as continuous space, optically and 
conceptually equidistant to the human subject.  As distinct from analog media, 
which must occlude its own seams in order to produce analog scale.   See also 
“Zoetrope Model of Scale” and “equidistant optics.”  Ch 3, Ch 4.

Digital Scale
A representation of scale as a spectrum of discrete and discontinuous milieus. As 
distinct from digital media, which often produces analog scale, especially when 
non-recursive.  Ch 4, Ch 6.

Trans-Scalar Ecology
Tracing the scalar relations, co-constitutive dynamics, and interdependencies of 
entities across scalar difference (scalar relationality as metadiscipline).  Ch 5.



Drama of Resolution
A form of narrative that continually resolves new scales, re-articulating unresolved 
detail with newly resolved detail.  See also “scalar memory.”  Ch 2.

Trans-Scalar Encounter
The perspectival encounter between assemblages across discontinuous regions of 
the scalar spectrum, as resolving event.  Ch 1, Ch 6.

Intensive Scale
Scale as primary differentiation, prior to particular knowledge formations 
(ontological).  Ch 5.

Extensive Scale
Scale as secondary negotiation between stabilized surfaces (medial).  Ch 5.

Recursive Database Subjectivity
The encounter of the self from different scalar perspectives afforded by database-
driven media.  Ch 6.

Disciplinary Resolution
The stabilization of particular scales for knowledge production through resolving 
cuts and the establishment of epistemic protocols.  Ch 4, Ch 5 (“Disciplinary 
Scale”).

Trans-Scalar Constellation
The articulation of multiple stabilized scalar milieus into a world. See also “Zoom” 
and “Scalar Politics.”  Ch 4.

DISCIPLINARY GUIDE

A disciplinary guide for those coming to the book from diverse vectors:

Media Studies:  Entire book.

Visual Studies / Design (especially Ray and Charles Eames): Ch 3, Ch 4.

Literary Studies: Ch 1, Ch 2.

Science and Technology Studies: Ch 1, Ch 4, Ch 5.

Digital Humanities and Digital Cultural Studies: Ch 6.

Software Studies: Ch 5 (“Lost in Trans-Scalar Ecology: Powers of Ten Interactive”), Ch 6.

Environmental Studies / Ecology: Ch 1, Ch 5.

Philosophy / Critical Theory: Ch 1, Ch 5, Ch 6.


